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The cell phone has always been as much status symbol as communications tool. After all, it has always been cool to be connected. In recent years handset manufacturers have realised that since those people who cared passionately about having the latest model also spent hundreds if not thousands of dollars on watches, cars and necklaces, they might part with similar amounts on a cell phone. 

There is nothing special about these particular phones in terms of technology. These phones I learned are hand adorned with Swaraski crystals and come with names like “Leopard”, “Stained Glass”, “Snake Skin, “Glamour Girl Pink”, “Chocolate Satin” and “Granite”. Price tag : $1000 (one thousand dollars).
There’s “Virtu” a Nokia subsidiary with outlets from Hungary to Hong Kong, which has a range that starts below $5000 the “Assent” model, and rises to the $32,000 “Platinum Signature”.

But it is the extra touches that get your attention. Each “Virtu” for example has a button, that puts you straight through to a concierge in the United Kingdom, a sort of personal butler that can book tickets and things for you. 

